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Just Children ~ waging  peace
Just Children wages peace in developing nations impacted by civil war by mobilizing child peacemakers and transforming awareness into action.

‘Sara,’ age twelve, from Sierra Leone: As my mother and I tried to run out of the house we saw about eight Kamajors [civil defense forces]. Most had guns and a few had machetes. My mother dashed down the verandah but they caught her and then shot her. She fell about five meters from the house. By this time several of them had surrounded me. They ordered me to sit down and one held me tight by the head while the other cut my neck with his machete. I tried to protect my neck with my left hand but they slashed it. They said in the Kono language, “you'll be dead—all of you are RUF [rebel group] wives.” After cutting me, I lay still, pretending to be dead. I was bleeding so much. After a while I heard them say, “she done die.” Then I crawled into the bush and hid until my family came to help me.
 
Children & War: Children make up about a third of the worlds population. Nearly 90% of children are in developing nations, sometimes representing over half their population. Sixteen of the twenty poorest nations have experienced a major civil war in the last fifteen years (e.g. Afghanistan, Congo, Uganda, Burma, Sudan),
 and about half of the casualties of war are children.
 Children are not only those most harmed by war, they are also the most likely to change their beliefs and behavior to promote peace rather than perpetuate violence.
 Children are the world’s greatest untapped peacemaking resource. Yet still, most peacemaking resources are directed toward changing adults, and the vast majority of aid addresses physical needs without addressing root causes and mobilizing peacemakers. Thus, many if not most of the world’s children are raised in environments that effectively train them how to wage war, rather than how to wage peace and become children of justice. Therefore, cycles of violence often continue for generations. 

Child Peacemaking: Child peacemaking is the voluntary and meaningful participation of children in activities that promote peace—allowing them to be children of justice. Examples: Children of ethnic groups at war with one another going door to door exemplifying the possibility of friendship, and encourage ending a war that harms them; children publicly performing a play they wrote showing war tragedies and challenging viewers to promote peace; children gathering petition signatures encouraging government to take specific peace promoting actions. We plan to mobilize similar activities.

A Solution: Break cycles of violence through filling critical service gaps and mobilize the greatest potential change-agents, thereby saving resources and lives. Just Children wages peace by:

mobilizing child peacemaking
1. Educating: providing peacemaking education that strengthens children’s ability to heal self and others

2. Distributing Resources: expanding and distributing well researched resources on ethical and effective child peacemaking

3. Partnering: forging strategic partnerships that help mobilize child peacemakers
4. Coaching: delivering coaching that strengthens peacemaking projects
transforming awareness into action
1. Informing creatively and accurately of civil war tragedies

2. Connecting individuals and organizations with unique, specific, urgent opportunities to help children impacted by civil war 
We believe

1. God cares for the oppressed, and vulnerable--especially children (Lk4:18; Psalms 9:9; Ecc. 4:1)

2. All Children are God’s children (1 Jn1:3; Ps139:14-16; I Sam3; Acts13:33) 

3. Christ’s all consuming love brings healing to children. (Eph3:17b-21; Mt19:14) 

4. Christ desires peace for his children. (Is52:7 Acts10:36; Jn20:21; Rom16:20; Phlp4:7; 2 Jn1:3; Gal1:3)

5. The Christian Church is called by God to diligently pursue peace for children (2Cor13:11; Jms1:27; 1Thes5:12-14)

6. Partnering with locals and the Church is important to peacemaking

7. People need holistic care: physical, mental, political, spiritual, psychological

8. Children are best cared for in the context of families and communities

9. Peacemaking strategies should vary in each context and prioritize child safety

What’s in a name? Just Children helps children in developing nations impacted by civil war, places where justice is greatly needed. We also believe it is important that children and young people are not merely recipients of services, but are additionally equipped in healthy ways to help bring peace and justice in places of violence. As children encounter opportunities to serve, they experience healing and bring restoration in their communities.  In this way they become children of justice, or Just Children.
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